Two Cases of Angioma Serpiginosum.-L. A. M. B. Musso, M.R.C.P. (for G. B. DOWLING, M.D., F.R.C.P.). This condition was originally described by Hutchinson (1889-90) under the title of "A Peculiar Form of Serpiginous and Infective Nevoid Disease", and given its present name by Crocker in 1893.
Case L-S. G., female, aged 13 years.
The red spots, first noticed at the age of 6 years on the middle of the inner side of the left thigh, increased in number until about twelve months ago and not since. On the right thigh similar spots noticed two years ago. They are symptomless, and unaffected by the weather. The patient is unable to state the mode of spread of the lesions, and none seems to have disappeared.
On examination.-An area approximately 12-5 cm. x 11 5 cm., on the middle of the left thigh on the anterior and antero-medial aspects, consisting of purplish red, pin-point size, flat angiomatous lesions which are either discrete, or in groups of irregular shape, or have some tendency to be arranged in linear, or arc-like fashion. They are not emptied by pressure, and there is no associated erythema (see Fig. 1 ).
FIG. 1 (Case I).-Photograph of skin. x 2. The arrangement of the minute spots on the left thigh is well shown, viz. discrete, irregularly shaped groups, or with some tendency to arc-like formation.
A very small area on the front and upper aspects of the right thigh, consisting of a few discrete, and one group of the same angiomatous lesions is present. The skin concerned shows no other abnormalities, and no other vascular nxvi were found on examination of the rest of the skin.
Case II.-I. B., female, aged 11 years. First noticed red spots at the age of 5 on the back of the right leg, then at the age of 9 on the back of the right thigh, those on the right buttock being noticed at St. John's Hospital in June 1951. The spots are still spreading on the right thigh and right buttock. No symptoms but the spots are more prominent in winter. The mode of spread of the spots is unknown, and it is considered that none has disappeared.
On examination.-Over the right tendo achillis, and on the back of the right calf in an area 20 cm. x 5 cm. approximately, there is a partly reticulate network of red, pin-point size, flat angiomatous lesions with surrounding erythema. On the centre of the back of the right thigh, there is an area of 12 5 cm. x 12-5 cm. approximately, with a few outlying, discrete smaller lesions on the lower inner aspect, of mauve coloured, flat pin-point angiomatous spots, mostly discrete, though some are in groups and one small ring is visible. On the right buttock there is an area of angiomatous lesions, similar to though generally smaller than on the right thigh, and without ring formation.
The spots do not disappear completely on pressure from any area, except on right calf. Except for a livedo racemosa on the lower extremities, which is worse in winter, the skin concerned shows no further abnormalities, and no other vascular naevi were found on examination.
Comment.-These two cases are similar, though of different degree, and the following extracts will show that they fit in with the second and fourth cases described by Hutchinson, for only one or two rings were present to each patient: Essentially in Hutchinson's first case (1889-90), a very slightly marked port-wine stain was observed at the back of the arm soon after the infant's birth. For some years it scarcely spread at all, and then began slowly to advance somewhat peculiarly, appearing as if little satellite spots had been produced which had spread into circles, and, by gradually advancing by infective edges, had coalesced, producing the irregular pattern which is here displayed. These conditions are no ordinary part of nevoid disease. They were extremely superficial, and it was even difficult to be sure whether or not they left any state of scar behind them. He had, however, no doubt that such was their tendency, and that in some places a slightly-marked, superficial scar could be demonstrated. The enlarged capillaries could be partially emptied by pressure, but not wholly, and in many places little tufts were distended with deep purple venous blood, which could be pressed out.
In the second case described by Hutchinson (1890-91a) in a patient of Dr. Allan Jamieson of Edinburgh, the arrangement of the lesions is in the form of minute. puncta, some set closely together so as to form groups, others isolated, some arranged in lines. The individual puncta range in size from the diameter of a small pin, to points scarcely recognizable unless with the aid of a lens; the larger are a dark, the smaller a clear red. In the spaces between the grouped puncta, the skin is stained a faint pink. In one situation the puncta are clear and sharp, and have no intermediate staining.
In Hutchinson's fourth case (1891-92), a patient of Mr. Warren Tay, minute dots of deep red, or almost purplish tint, of variable size and very small indeed were closely placed, but, for the most part, discontinuous with each other, and not arranged in rings, or in any other definite kind of grouping. There was no evidence of any retrogressive changes, and not the slightest trace of scar could be detected. In a recent patch the dots were not so closely placed.
Hutchinson stated that a feature of difference in the fourth case from other cases of this malady was the slight tendency to form rings or crescents, which was marked particularly in Dr. Lassar's case cited by Hutchinson (1890-91b) and his own first case. 0
